REGILDING THE CRESCENT
it is easy to realise that the violent affair of
April was the logical  sequel  of the peaceful
affair of the previous July.    Europe was prema-
ture in its praise   of  a   bloodless revolution.
Turkey had not yet reached the millennium.
Blood, spared one year, had to be spilt the next.
The hqjas and softas had done their nefarious
work only too well.    They had worked on the
susceptibilities of  one   of  the most ignorant
nations in Europe and  had persuaded it that
Islam was  in  danger.     A leaflet,  generously
distributed broadcast in the bazaars, set forth
how an officer from one of the military schools
had told his men that, to maintain discipline, he
might even order  them to fire on the hqjas.
Such a contingency was at the time conceivable,
but much would depend on how the order was
given and how read.    Like the flames amid the
wooden buildings, the reaction against reform,
against " Christian" ideas, against  the Young
Turks in general  and the Committee in par-
ticular, spread among the ignorant thousands of
the city*   The First Army Corps was tainted.
There was a loud outcry for the Law of Sherfat.
Fanatical Moslems preached the overthrow of
the   new   order.     Soon   after   midnight,   on
April  12, several battalions of Chasseurs, the
very men whom the Young Turks had thought
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